Message from the Director While we do not know the date we will be opening, I can at least let you know it will be during phase 3 of
the Governor’s plan. Many factors will determine the exact date, so all events at Corbin have been postponed. Continue to stay safe
and healthy. During this time our staff has been very productive with finishing some much needed maintenance on our facilities, read
more about them on page 2. Corbin Senior has been serving Spokane seniors for 52 years, with an opening date of May 23, 1968.
Corbin is grateful to serve you as members for this long. We will make it through this confusing and uncertain time. You can help
Corbin by maintaining your membership (your renewal date is on your mailing label) so you can be up to date on all that is happening at
Corbin. Also as an nonprofit we graciously count on your donations to continue to keep our doors open. Consider giving a gift of $35,
$50, $100, $250 or more as that will be a lifeline to continue our operations during this hard time. Your support will help us serve the
community for 52 more years to come!
Heide Wehr, Executive Director Heidewehr@corbinseniorcenter.org

Story of Corbin Community
Center
I hope you enjoy the following article, this is the history of Corbin Senior Activity Center written by Carolyn Bryan. All this archive history was discovered
while we were cleaning back closets at Corbin. Since
many of you were in your teens when Corbin was
founded We thought it would be neat to share this
with you.
Heide Wehr

In the late 1960’s the Corbin Park Methodist Church
disbanded due to the close proximity of two other
Methodist churches in the near neighborhood. The
building stood empty for a time until a woman in
the neighborhood saw the need for a center for
kids. She tried to convince the neighbors that this
was a good idea, but they wouldn’t have it. So , she
changed her tactic; there wasn’t much in the way of
Senior Centers in Spokane, as the only one was the
Sinto Sr. Center. Virginia Griffith began to researched her idea and it was at that time that Congress had passed the Older Americans act. This allowed funding to start Senior Centers. Virginia, with
the assistance of Doug Yeager, a state official with
the Office on Aging, wrote a grant to fund the center. Virginia had also been in touch with the Methodist synod and had been given the go–ahead to
look for funding. The church was willing to work
something out in the way of rent for the fledgling
program. Bobby Grant was appointed a liaison from
the church to the new center.
An ad was placed in the newspaper asking for anyone interested in helping start this center to come
to a meeting. About 10 people came and so formed
the rock on which Corbin Center was built. They
were challenged to circulate information and to invited 8-10 people to a meeting. Of this group Bill
Henderson, a newly retired businessman, came into
the limelight. He was instrumental in working with
Virginia, Doug, and Bobby in lobbying the city to be
the sponsor of the center and thereby handling the
grant monies. Bill volunteered to be the bookkeeper of the center. His strong business sense and

knowledge was instrumental
in the founding of Corbin Community Center. He was a wonderful man and good friend
and mentor. The Henderson
Room at Corbin is named in
his honor.
May 23rd 1968 Corbin Community Center opened our
doors to the public. Virginia
Griffith was installed as the 1st director. A nonprofit status had been secured for the center and
they were off and not exactly running , but beginning. Offers were elected for the membership and
Mrs. Austa Dahlstrom was elected the 1st president,
other officers include Clyde Johnson, Bill Henderson
and Hazel Johnson. When the by-laws were done, a
Board was appointed or elected (can’t be determined). Early board members were Russ Wiggs, Emil
Johnson, Marge Weber, Bertie Pike, Flossie Schroeder, Dora Lidke, Clyde & Hazel Johnson.
There was money in the grant for a part-time secretary and in 1969, Carolyn Bryan was hired for a 15
hour a work week. The center had a few activities,
the first classes were knitting and crocheting and
Arts & Crafts. Most of the building was still covered
in cobwebs and dust. Only the basement rooms
were used in the beginning.
The office was the old “coat-room” (currently the
reception area) of the area that was the Sunday
School. A little cramped but sufficient. Two pool
tables were purchased and installed in the room
that now houses the staff offices. It was welcomed
by the men and women alike. The ladies got a big
kick out of playing the “forbidden” game of pool!
The upstairs, where the church sanctuary was, had a
theater style seating with the floor elevated slightly
and in the front a choir-loft and pulpit. The adjoining room was the fellowship hall and then a small
room along the south end of the 2nd floor was used
for meetings. (This is where the kitchen is now located.) Meetings and celebrations where held in
the auditorium as well as special entertainment.
Most of the classes and activities centered in the
downstairs rooms. There was only 1 classroom.
The kitchen was located in the lower level. Most of

the early meals were potlucks, followed by membership meetings or birthday parties. Eventually a
part-time cook was hired to prepare Birthday dinners and other special events.
There was a house right behind the center (to the
east), it was the old parsonage and for a time a couple lived there & did the custodial work in return for
rent. The center was heated with coal and had a
temperamental stoker: many a day the stoker
would get empty and the smoke would be thick in
the center, we would have to remove the clinker
and fix the shear pin & get things going again. Although we did have custodial service, there were
many times that we just did it ourselves.
Our parking was very limited, just on the street and
a small area behind the parsonage house. With the
center growing this caused a problem.
Virginia initiated the Day Tour program in 1970 at
Corbin. She and her husband would go out on
weekends driving around to find good destinations.
She learned to charter a bus and soon the day tours
were booming. Nearby attractions, lakes, waterfalls, parks, museums, small towns, scenic drives,
picnic in the parks, everything was popular and a
great way for many of the women in particular too
get out and have a fun day. It wasn’t to much later
that people began asking, why couldn't there be
overnight tours? So, overnight tours began and Carolyn Bryan began assisting more and more with the
center operation and in tour planning.
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The center continued to grow and prosper, new
activities were added and a new position, Activities
Director was filled. Lois Smith was the 1st. Isabelle
Harbine joined the staff when Lois left in about
1976. The building was getting crowed and we
needed more parking. So, it was decided to tear
down the old parsonage (before it fell down) and
add parking (see picture below).
By now the Older American’s Act monies had been
phased out and the center now operated with
some city money and fund raising activities.
Virginia resigned in 1968 and the center rallied
around Carolyn Bryan as the new Director, however
the Spokane Parks Board did not agree. This disagreement stemmed from Carolyn not being a city
employee under Civil Service. After much discussion
back and forth with the city, Wayne Guthrie proposed a plan that was agreed upon by both sides.
The city provided funds to pay a director’s salary and
part of the other staff and funding for maintenance
and up keep with access to the talents of the
maintenance department of the Parks Department.
Sometime in the era, a window was cut into the
small office (reception area) to allow a business center where people could come to the window and
pay for tours , dues or whatever. Also, through the
years a robust volunteer program started and a
hostess was at the door every day to sign in those
attending and greet newcomers. We kept close
count on attendance, as this was important for funding.
The longer tours were very popular which called for
escort positions. Escorts for the tours were added
and Les & Dorthy Kamlin were among the first. Les
was very helpful in planning, routing and sightseeing. Carrie Reitzel was another early escort volunteer. It seemed that the staff couldn’t plan tours fast
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SUFFERING
IN THE CURRENT OUTBREAK OF SICKNESS.
Our deepest condolences go out to the family and Friends of Ron Easterby, Sandy
Poole, and to those who have lost loved
ones during Corbin's closure.

Mission Statement
We help older adults engage, enrich, and empower
their lives through wellness, social, recreational,
educational programs, and services throughout the
community.

Monday through Friday 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Phone (509) 327-1584
Fax (509) 327-9162
www.corbinseniorcenter.org
2019 Board of Directors:
Lorene Harris, Kermit Shaull, Carol Nelson, Carol
Hannah, April Box, Jackie Knight, Janna Nixon, Tom
Zdrojkowski, Mary Kay Bryan, John Morelli, Jan

ing list obtained from class and center attendees.
The newsletter was typed on stencils and the copies
Virginia Griffith below
run on mimeograph machine we named “ the blackwitch”. It was a messy job and the staff took turns
along with many volunteers who stepped up to help.
The Corbin News was run on 8 1/2 by 14in paper and
grew to about 12 pages, both sides. We were mailing to about 1300 address by the late 70’s. On
“newsletter day” the stack of pages were put on tables with staplers at the end. Volunteers would
gather the pages and staples the stacks. Zip code
sorter then sorted. It was always a fun day and the
volunteers looked forward to the day. Lots of laughenough to suit the members. The program grew
rapidly and soon became the main fundraiser for the ing, teasing, and joy among the folk.
The city was all a buzz in 1973 about the coming of
center.
Somewhere along the line a new furnace was added Expo 74’. The center was given the opportunity to
sell season tickets as a fund raiser and we did. It was
and was paid for by donations from the members.
a successful venture, many people bought them as
Also, a new roof had to be put on the building and
Christmas presents. Expo 74 was fun. Lots of talk at
for this also, funds came from the membership.
the center about the international flavor of the Expo
The activities and classes at Corbin grew also. We
and how much fun and how exciting it all was. That
added drama, singing, stretch & flex exercise, art
classes, tin-can craft, ceramics, sewing, knitting and was a summer filled with special entertainment opCarolyn Bryan
crocheting. Volunteers from the membership were portunities.
the teachers. Card parties were popular also, pinochle, bridge, cribbage, plus pool always kept the
center busy. We hired a secretary, Virginia Merritt
to help.
As a fundraiser in the mid 70’s the center rented
booth space at the Spokane Fair in September.
Throughout the year the arts classes were busy making items to sell at the booth and also members donated items they made at home. It was a busy time
for the 10 days of the fair, securing volunteers to be
Coffee pot found in back closet at Corbin, Expo
at the booth from 10am to 10pm. This happened for
about 4 years, until we just got tired!
We will continue this segment in the June newsletter.
The center newsletter began in the early years of
operation and sent to the folks who were on a mailCarolyn Bryan on right

We want to thank
everyone that has
donated to Corbin during
this trying time. Many of
you donated the money
for cancelled events back
to Corbin and we are
thankful for that
donation. Right now, we
have 2 ½ months of
income and 12 months of
expenses so every dollar
counts. We want to
thank TJ and Chris Brill
for their $250 donation
toward the planter
boxes. First Interstate
Bank for the $500
donation toward the
planter boxes. Corlie
Satterfield for her
generous $1000 donation
to our general operating
fund. William Kinnick for
his $5000 donation to
our van replacement
fund. Even your
membership helps
support Corbin. Thank
you so much for your
support. Corbin will
make it through this
confusing time and it will
be from the generosity of
our membership and
community at large.

As you can see below we have been
busy sprucing up Corbin. Some of the
many projects we have been working
on are displayed in the pictures below.
We cut down large bushes on
Cleveland side of center to open up the
front (1). Weeded numerous flower
beds (2), installed new parking stops in
parking lot(3), painted bathrooms and

installed new lights and fans (4),
installed 4 garden boxes(5), painted
several walls, railings (6), and step
edging in main entrance, removed all
bushes on east side of parking lot (7 &
8), and pruned the apple tree. This
month we will be tackle painting the
multipurpose room. We also have a
surprise for you when return.

1

2

3

4

6

5

Charbonneau, Lorin Love, Mike Hollingsworth,
Donna Kennedy
Disclaimer: Corbin Senior Activity Center does not
endorse any speaker, service, or product that is
represented in any class, advertisement, or function
in our facility. The Center does not discriminate in
providing services on the grounds of race, creed,
color, religion, national origin, gender, age, marital
status, or the presence of any sensory, mental, or
physical handicap.

7

8

Corbin Office Staff:
Heide Wehr - Executive
Director - 327-1584 ext.10
heidewehr@corbinseniorcenter.org
Diane Smith -Tour Coordinator /Activities
Coordinator - 327-1584 ext. 12
Recreation@corbinseniorcenter.org
Jessica Bockelie - Events Coordinator/ Newsletter
Editor –327-1584 ext. 13
newsletter@corbinseniorcenter.org
Gail Gray- Bookkeeper / Rentals
327-1584 ext. 11
Bookkeeper@corbinseniorcenter.org
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LONG TOURS
Hi everyone, I’m sure by this time you are tired of all of the circumstances we
are dealing with, I know I am. Yes “we are all in this together” somehow doesn’t
make anything any easier. The uncertainty of everything in our lives is getting
very old. So let’s try to look forward to a time when we can be together, get out
of the house and begin to enjoy our lives again. As you can see there are no day
trips posted. I have 12 day trips ready to be posted, but I (like everyone else)
can’t apply a date and time to any of the destinations. That being said, we have
long tours that have been planned in the distant future. Some of the dates have
been changed, so if you had planned on any of these trips, re-check the dates.
The trips I would like to work into the following months are:
• A two or three day trip to Port Townson– WA.
• A two or three day trip to the Columbia River and on to Mount St Helens. If
you haven’t been to this area since the eruption, they have a great information site with vistas of the mountain.
• A two or three day trip to Lake Chelan and a boat trip to Stehekin.
• A 4 day trip through the Yakima Valley.
Think about the above listed trips, I will be working on the details and pricing.
It will be so nice to have everyone back again, this is one big empty building
without YOU! If you have any questions, I will be working Tuesday thru Thursday from 10:00 till 4:00, give me a call 327-1584.
And finally, let’s all be patient, the travel industry has taken a BIG hit. As we
adjust to the up coming steps to remove us from quarantine, not all areas are
moving at the same speed. Our goal at Corbin is to be sure you are getting your
monies worth, getting to see the things that you wanted to see and that all of
the transportation and accommodations are safe and healthy. With that being
said, we are still working at changing dates for various trips. As soon as these
trips are verified, we will get the changes to you by E-mail or through the newsletter. —Till we see you again, take care,

Diane

Ragtime Jazz in Twisp
*Easy
July 9-10, 2020
Tour Leader: Ron Krueger
When asked why this tour is so popular, I was told,
“What happens in Twisp, Stays in Twisp.” Ragtime bands, Hula dancers, an exclusive dinner, walking tour and oh yes, don’t forget the wine! Make this one of
your Corbin rituals. Only 13 spaces available!
Price $327.00 ppdo, $485.00 ppso Add 10% non members
Includes: Tour leader, Transportation, Hotel, 1 Dinner and
Private entertainment / Final Payment Due June 18, 2020
DATE CHANGE
San Juan Island Cruise
Aug, 17 thru 19, 2020
* Easy
Tour Leader: Valerie Harper-Murdoch
*Easy
Drive from Spokane to Bellingham with a stop for lunch @ Leavenworth (On Own)/
Overnight at Sheraton Four Points. Boarding / South San Juan Islands Cruise /
Search for wildlife (including whales). Catch the many sights to see while your luggage is transferred to your hotel @ The Friday Harbor Suites. Meal—Continental
Breakfast at Hotel, Hearty Homemade Lunch on board boat. Breakfasts are included in your room price. Drive from Bellingham to Spokane, stop along way for lunch.
Meal-Continental Breakfast at Hotel.
Free Breakfast and 6 meals provided
$1425.00 ppdp M - $1815.00 ppso - non members an extra 10%

DISCOVER WASHINGTON D.C.
Oct. 15—Oct. 20, 2020
Tour Leader: Tom Zdrojkowski

BEST OF SEATTLE
**Moderate
November 5— 8, 2020
Tour Leader: Ron Krueger
Come along with Ron Krueger on a lovely and Informative
tour of Seattle, WA. Just a few things that you will see include a walking tour of Pioneer Square, ferry to Bremerton to have dinner at Anthony’s Restaurant, Top of the Space Needle, Dale Chihuly’s blown glass collections, and Mariners Stadium at T-Mobile Park, just to name a few of the sightseeing spots. Breakfasts are included in the price, as well as any and all admission
prices. On our way home, we’ll stop in Roslyn to visit the 26 historic ethnic cemeteries. Lunch will be at the oldest saloon in Washington, which has a back bar that
originated in England over 100 years ago and which also features a 23-foot hydraulic spittoon. A popular TV series (Northern Exposure ) was filmed in this saloon.

Watch your Newsletter for more information of this tour.
*Easy to ***Difficult

TREASURES OF EGYPT
WITH AN OPTIONAL 3 Night Jordan Post Tour
Extension
March 3—15, 2021
Tour Leader: Susan Buck
Discover the world of the ancient Egyptians as
you visit one incomparable site after another.
Highlights: Giza Pyramids, Sphinx,
Memphis, Sakkara, Grand Egyptian Museum, Luxor, Valley of the Kings,
Deluxe 4 night Nile River Cruise, Temple of Karnak, Kom Ombo, Aswan,
(Choice on Tour) Old Cairo. 13 Days-22 Meals: 11
Breakfasts, 4 Lunches, 7 Dinners.
This is a once in a lifetime experience. Archeological digs are making new discoveries on a daily
basis, how exciting would it be, to be there at that exact time?
Included in Price: Round trip Air from Spokane Intl. Airport. Air Taxes and Fees/Surcharges, Hotel Transfers. Not included in price:
Cancellation Waiver and insurance of $385 per person. Upgrade
your in-flight experience with economy plus airfare.
Price: Double Occupancy $5,299
Single Occupancy $5,999
Price includes Airfare!

** Moderate/ Walking

Unpack just once at your Washington DC hotel. Enjoy the leisurely pace that offers you a chance to see the U.S. Capitol Building tour, World
War II Memorial, White House Visitors Center, Smithsonian Institution, Arlington National Cemetery, Mount Vernon, Old Town Alexandria, Gadsby’s Tavern,
Washington National Cathedral, Ford’s Theatre, just to name a few.
Price includes: Round trip air from Spokane, air taxes & fees, surcharges, hotel
transfers, 5 breakfasts, 3 dinners. Cancellation Waiver & Insurance $275.00pp.
$2,699.00 ppdo

**Easy to ***Difficult
DANUBE DREAMS
10 DAY RIVER CRUISE PRAGUE TO
BUDAPEST : AUGUST 10 - 20, 2020
Tour Leader: Christa Richardson
Two nights in Prague, capital of the Czech
Republic. Guided sightseeing shows you its best-known treasures. See the Astronomical Clock, Hradcany Castle, and St.
Vitus Cathedral. Destinations
include: Czech Republic: Prague, Germany: Regensburg,
Passou-Schlogen Oxbow,
Austria: Linz, Melk-Wachau Valley,
Vienna, Slovakia: Bratislava, Hungary: Budapest. Float along
the Danube river, as
some of the world’s most beautiful sights drift
by. Leave the ship at
the ports you wish to visit to search for your favorite gift or a special bottle of wine (that you can open on the ship). Did you know
that Budapest is two separate cities? Buda is on one side of the bridge and Pest is on
the other. Category E Interior Cabin $3631.00 Includes: River Cruise, All Breakfasts,
Most Lunches and All Dinners. Travel Insurance
available starting at $349.00.

$3,099.00 ppso

Boise Basque Festival
**Moderate
Moved to 2021
Tour Leader: Valerie Harper-Murdoch
Come visit and experience the Basque Region of Spain right here in your
own backyard in Boise, Idaho, at the Jaialdi International Basque Festival. Held every
five years, this is a celebration of music, dancing, sports, food and enjoyment of the
Basque culture.
More information to follow
Price $834.00 ppdo, $1,247.00 ppso - Add 10% non members
Includes: Tour leader, Transportation, Hotels, and 6 meals
Deposit $250 talk to the members that ate lunch at Corbin
Senior Center. They have a new opportunity
for you that you may want to take advantage
of. Contact them at 509-924-6976 for more
information.

Greater Spokane Meals on Wheels wants to

Quiz Time:
Q: What kind of man
writer never kills off
his main character?

Q: What weighs more,
a gallon of water or a
gallon of butane?

Answers in Junes Newsletter

Do you remember when air
at the gas station was free,
but now you have to pay for
it? Ever ask yourself why
– Inflation!
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DOWN
I) Mouthfuls of gum
2) Succulent plants
3) Pursue like a lion
4) Doyle's detective
5) Winning finish?
6) Utterance upon entering a
hot tub
7) Weigh station allowance
8) Occupied, as a desk
9) Org. that awards the Calder
Cup
10) Leaning toward
J J) Norse god of war and poetry
12) Mail program command
13) Loses elasticity
18) Carpenter's strip
19) Salty lake
24) Prolonged unconsciousness
25) Heckling sounds
27) Like a human flock
29) Migrating salmon
31) King before David
32) "And to_ good night"
33) Foofaraw
34) Cheese on a party tray,
ACROSS------------,
1) Break-even situation
5) Has wings?
9) At_ (stumped)
14) Word describing some
instruments
15) Actress Gilbert
16)_ bed (sleep sofa)
17) Dominate a meeting, in a
way

20) Bart Simpson's aunt
21) Veteran sailor
22) A string has two
23) Artist's rendering
26) Unlikely, as a tale
28) Drives away, as gnats
30) Words before one's feet or
one's door
34) Palindromic "before"
37) Dads' counterparts

39)_-Turkish War, 1911-12
40) Exhausted all efforts
44) Aquatic organisms
45) Czech, Serb or Croat
46) Southeast Asian language
47) Airport sign holder, e.g.
49) Cornball
52) Distinctive style or flair
54) Reflex response to a sudden
pam

perhaps
35) Stir up, without a straw
36) Border
38) Devour greedily (with
"down")
41) Sprinklers, essentially
42) Foot part
43) Satanic
48) April forecast, often
50) Minor falling-out
51) Twist together
53) Land by Lake Chad
55) Tops off a new room
56) Highly agitated
57) Second fruit eater
58) Central points
59) "Author unknown" (Abbr.)
61) Itsy-bitsy piece
63) "_ went thataway!"
65) Stamp-pad fluid
66) On a date
67) Board-game roller

57) At a distance
60) Cicero's three
62) Like a base-stealing threat
64) Carried out sincerely and
honestly
68) Nut with a cupule
69) Small notions case
70) Detective's quest
7 J) Belarus city
72) Assign a PG-13

“Laughter is the shortest distance between
two people.”
Victor Borge
You don’t need a parachute to go sky diving. You only need a
parachute to go sky
diving twice.
You’re welcome.
At your next family
gathering, bring up politics. Saves on Christmas
presents.
You’re welcome.

Corbin is important to our membership and many come to the center to connect with people. During this lonely time I want to start a membership calling tree and I am asking you to
help. If you contact me I will provide you with a list of members you can call and check in
on. This will give you a chance to get to know other members and support our Corbin Family. Call or email Heide at 509-979-3238 or Heidewehr@corbinseniorcenter org.

2020 Membership Dues
Interested in
Membership?
Affordable Annual Dues
Rates:
$30 per Single
$44 per Couple
Membership dues may be
paid by check and mailed,
online at
www.corbinseniorcenter.org

Application or Renewal
of Membership
__________________________
__________________________
Name (s)

_________________________
Address

__________________________
City

__________________________
State, Zip Code

__________________________
Phone Number (s)

__________________________
__________________________
Email Address (s)
_______________________________________
Date

